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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C 20231 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Dear Sir: 

In accordance with Applicant's duty under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .56 and 1 .97, Applicant hereby submits 
the attached form PTO-1449 (modified) which lists art cited. The art listed therein, while of some 
relevance, is not necessarily considered to teach or suggest any aspect of the invention described and 
claimed in the above-identified patent application. This statement is also not to be construed as a 
representation that a search has, or has not, been conducted or that no better art exists. Rather, this 
statement discloses only the best art of which the Applicant is aware. 

In considering the art set forth below, it may be noted by the Examiner that certain of the references 
may contain markings, underlinings or other notations. These markings or notations are not to be construed 
as drawing the Examiner's attention either to selected parts or away from other parts of the references. 
Any such markings were either present on the copies of the references obtained by Applicant, or were 
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made thereon during the study of the references by the Applicant and/or his attorneys. 

The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider each of the cited references, indicate such 
consideration by initialing each reference on the enclosed Form PTO- 1 449 (modified) and return a copy 
of the same with the next communication to the Applicant. For the convenience of the Examiner in 
considering the references, copies of the cited references are enclosed with this communication. 



I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is 
being deposited on the date shown below with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to 
the "Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231", as follows: 



Respectfully submitted, 



JENKINS & GILCHRIST, P.C. 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 3200 
Dallas, TX 75202-2799 
Phone: (2 10) 246-5000 
Fax: (210) 246-5999 




Mark V. Muller, Reg. No. 37,509 



CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 



37 CFR 1.8(a) 



37CFR 1.10 



[] 



With sufficient postage as First Class 
Mail. 



[X] As "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee", Mailing Label No. 



EL748452763-US 



Date: 



,20. 



Date: April 9, 2001 
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Printed Name of Person Mailing Paper or Fee 
Signature of Person Mailing Paper or Fee 



Forward all correspondence to: 
Mark V. Muller 

JENKENS & GILCHRIST, P.C. 
1445 Ross Avenue, Suite 3200 
Dallas, Texas 75202-2799 
(210) 246-5688 
(210) 246-5999(Fax) 

CERTIFICATE OF MAILING 

I hereby certify that this paper (along with any paper referred to as being attached or enclosed) is 
being deposited on the date shown below with the United States Postal Service in an envelope addressed to 



the "Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks, Washington, D.C. 20231", as follows: 



37CFR 1.8(a) 




37CFR1.10 


[ ] With sufficient postage as First Class 
Mail. 


[X] 


As "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee", Mailing Label No. EL- 
748452763-US. 


Date: , 20 




Date: April 9, 2001 



Mark V. Muller 

Printed Name of Person Mailing Paper or Fee 

^y^o^jt J. haamX^ 

Signature of Person Mailing Paper or Fee 
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Cited by Applicant 
(Use several sheets if necessary) 

U.S. Patent Department of Commerce 
Patent and Trademark Office 
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Serial No. 
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Filing Date: 



Group: 



o 

H 



So 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initial 



Document No. 



Date 



Name 



Class 



Subclass 



A-l 



6,067,454 



5/23/2000 
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Document No. 
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JP 10215283 A 



Japan 
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Author, Title, Date, Pertinent Pages, Etc. 
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